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Toc H is a Movement of people who seek 
to build friendships, and offer service, 
across the barriers that usually divide us 
‘from one another. The basic unit is the 
group — at best a good cross-section of 
the local neighbourhood — which meets 
together regularly, and seeks to serve the 
community around it. Toc H was 
founded in 1915 by the Rev P B ‘Tubby’ 
Clayton, and since then has been 
providing opportunities for people to test 
the Christian way by practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 

1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word and 
deed the prejudices which separate people. 
2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual nature 
of man and to test the Christian way by 
trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about 
Toc H and about the world as well as a 
record of Toc H service. Its title derives 
from the third of these Four Points. 


Cover picture 

Louisa Parish and Ross Bancroft enjoying 
the Marafun. 
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is committed to breaking down the barriers which We put up 

Ives. In addition to those barriers which have been present in our Society 
pees piy ss lass. income, education and many others — the Movement has, in 
Rare ea ise gidh as those raised by gipsies, tae ee and, more 
recently, the mentally ill. In all these cases knowledge cae es important. The 
campaign to support gipsies was not dreamed up in an o ha ut arose out of the 
experience of a group of staff, members and volunteers who knew gipsies and the 
realities of their life. Effective work to break down racial barriers had to wait until we 
began to know at first hand the difficulties and tensions with which ethnic minorities 
have to live. Friendship Circles are not only a means through which those who have 
suffered a mental illness can begin to learn to cope again. They also provide ample 
opportunities for them to share with others in daily living, and break down ancient 
barriers of fear and superstition. At the roots of our principle of the mixture is the 
realisation that when you begin to get to know people your perspective starts to 
change, and you become able, however little,to stand in their shoes. Then you can stop 
judging and start caring. 


Toc H as a Movement 


It is very important for us to acquire accurate information about AIDS as a syndrome, 
and to get to know those who suffer from it, for here is a barrier which must be 
allowed to become established. Accurate knowledge can help to reduce our own fears 
and enable us to recognise panic and hsyteria when we meet it. It can also enable us to 
understand what is happening to AIDS victims and to relate to them as we would to 
someone who had, say, cancer, or any other terminal illness. Many of them will have 
at least as much help to offer us as we can offer them. So I am particularly grateful to 
Dr James Galwey who has contributed an article about AIDS to this month’s ‘Point 
Three’. Dr Galwey is a Consultant Physician at the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford 
and specialises in sexually transmitted diseases. It is an important article to read and 
retain if we are to begin to understand and care for those in our communities who are 
either at risk, or who are carriers or sufferers already. In addition to this, both projects 
and Branches are already in contact with some risk groups through the work they do, 
and such contact will inevitably increase as time goes by. To withdraw from such 
groups would be a panic reaction, contributing still further to the isolation of those at 
is, To continue involvement without knowledge at all would be foolish. ts ab0 
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It was the funniest weekend I’ve ever 
had in my life.’ I can’t remember who 
said that, which just shows that whoever 
said it was absolutely right — we laughed 
so much it’s a miracle that we can 
remember anything. 


A Managun Diany... 


It went like this: 


Saturday 2 May 

8.30am — 12 blearly-eyed volunteers 
board a minibus in deepest Devonshire. 
The party — Phil, Terry, John, Dave, Jo, 
Sarah, John, Wendie, Andy, Jon, Gill — 
oh, and me, Louise. Nicknames seem to 
be making a comeback in Toc H, and 
most of us are soon ‘fitted up’ with one! 


3.30pm — What a long way to North 
London! With the minibus now reeking 
of Polo mints we finally arrive on site, to 
discover that we have eaten far too many 
mints to be able to eat lunch as well. 
Some exercise is called for, so we set out 
on an enthusiastic walk around the 
course. We meet the other volunteers — 
now there are 17 of us! 


The remainder of the day races past, with 
our barbeque unable to decide whether it 
wants to be a pillar of fire or a column of 
smoke. In any event, it manages to burn 
supper to perfection. This culinary 
triumph is followed by a variety of silly 
games, and finally, at a ridiculously late 
hour, bed. 


Sunday 3 May 

5.20am — Did I say 5.20am? I must have 
done, because that’s the time and several 
alarm clocks are pretending it’s time to 
get up! Volunteers leap out of bed (well, 
almost!). We move out onto the site — an 
impressive body of sleepy people — set up 
the marquees, mark out the course, and 
generally get sorted out. No breakfast 
yet! Nine o’clock and breakfast at last; 
Thank you Sheila. 


The day then begins in earnest. The 
runners begin to arrive, the marshalls 
take their places, artistically festooned 
with dead CB radios, Cecil Parkinson gets 
ready to start the day: Someone (don’t 
know who — can’t imagine) says ‘Get a 
move on, Cec! He either doesn’t hear, or 
takes no notice, but eventually he waves a 
flag or hankerchief or something and off 
they all go. 


Everything goes to plan — it’s amazing. 
Only one child is lost, and that only 
briefly, faces get painted with reckless 
abandon, with Andrew lending a 
professiona! hand to the proceedings (it’s 
the first time he’s done anything other 
than mend things!). No one gets hurt — 
although someone’s ‘pork pie’ hat gets 
blown into a pond by the wind. A short 
wait at the other side reunites a now 
soggy hat with its owner. 


The main part of the day comes to an end 
with all the volunteers exhausted but 


happy. 


Evening — We all begin to recover, then 
cat Spaghetti Bolognese cooked by the 
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men — well, they think it's all right. 
Come to think of it, it’s not too bad, 
because we all find the energy to play 
more silly games. All, that is, except 
Sarah, who sleeps soundly through 
everything. Somehow, bed seems to call 
more insistently tonight, and we all turn 
in at a reasonable hour. There is a 
splendid snore ensemble. 


Monday 4 May 

Time no longer matters much! We take 
down what the wind has left, and pick up 
what it hasn't. A final check to make sure 
that no marshalls are still waiting to hear 
on their CB radios that it is all over (none 
are) and we say our goodbyes to 
volunteers who have come from other 
parts of the country. Now for the journey 
home. 


Our banner for the weekend read ‘Toc H 
S West and the rest’. It said it all, really, 
for the young people of the South West 
have put themselves firmly on the map. 
We're still laughing about our memories 
of a great group of volunteers at a great 
event. Next year’s can’t come quickly 
enough! 


Round and about 
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Election Result 
Central Branch Councillor 1987 


Considering that this was a postal ballot 
we had a disappointingly low response 
and only 45% of our electorate voted. 
The result was a win for Helen Ellison by 
15 to six over Simon Cottingham. 
Congratulations to Helen and 
commiserations to Simon. 

At least we had the advantage of 
a clean, smear free campaign that didn’t 
interfere with your television viewing! 


South Australia 


Congratulations to Toc H South Australia. 
Members there have been concentrating 
their effort on work with young people, 


especially those in need. This has 
included discos for the disabled, 
Christmas camp, camps for disabled 


children and subsidised single parent 
camps. In recognition of all their work 
they have just received a ‘Distinguished 
Services to Children’ Award from ‘Parents 
Without Partners’. It’s nice to receive a 
pat on the back sometimes. 


“Here be Dragons” 


Well, a red one — on a flag — flew at 
Chippenham Branch recently! It sounds 
as though it produced a really enjoyable 
musica] evening, too. Welsh songs, in 
English and Welsh, sung by Shirley 
Coates, were backed up by a number of 
recordings, not alj serious! After all, who 
could have an evening of Welsh music 
without reference to Max Boyce? 

They're obviously keen linguists 
at Chippenham — some of them have also 
recently been involved in an evening of 
One act plays in French. As they say, it 
can help to understand others if we speak 
their language — a most enlightened 
English attitude! So — who’s for Flemish? 


Unibrellas in Hythe 


In ‘Round & About’ in acai 
reported on plans to begin an fe rae 
Club in Hythe. No, it was not id a 
commuters who remember the 

rolled umbrella with nostalgia and i a 
but, like Friendship Circles, to beap T 
where those who have suffered a menta 

illness, can find acceptance a 
encouragement. The Hythe Umbrella 
Club'has been going now for over SIX 
weeks, and, says Tony Cock, is certainly 
enjoying initial success. ‘We have about 
30 to 40 sitting down toa simple lunch 
(at a cost of SOp each) of soup, bread and 
cheese, and cakes. It is all homemade . 

The need for people to actually exercise 
care in their communities — and not just 
talk about it — is at least as great now as 
it has ever been before, so what are you 


doing? 


Talking Newspapers 


Many blind or partially sighted people are 
very glad indeed of the service provided 
by talking newspapers. Not all can read 
Braille, and would be even more cut off 
if it were not for this service. Vivienne 
Riches, who is the secretary of 
Wellingborough Talking Newspaper has 
written to the Toc H Branch in 
Wellingborough to thank them for all 
their work ‘behind the scenes’. She 
particularly mentions ‘the steady, 
unfailing help given all the year round 
with the copying, posting and technical 
requirements of WIN. These, together 
with the collection and delivery of faulty 
machines, the sorting out of knotty 
problems with elderly listeners are the 
dull, inconspicuous routine tasks which 
so often go unnoticed’. We cannot say 
how many other Branches and Groups of 
Toc H are working away quietly in the 
background — but often it is the most 
effective service which can be undertaken. 


A weighiy proble windon! 
Arthur McCalla was a member of Purton 
Branch, and after his death last year his 
family gave all his books to Toc H. Which 
has given David Pope a welcome, but 
weighty problem! ‘I don’t know how 
many there were’, says David. ‘They were 
all packed into a large number of boxes — 
but there must have been hundreds!’ The 
last we heard was that David was still 
falling over some of them at home. 
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Wellingborough Men held a Coffee 
Morning with a difference in March — 
they had it in a Tithe Barn. And it was 
rather more than your average Coffee 
Morning, too, to judge from the report 
we have received. In addition to coffee 
and biscuits there was a variety of stalls 
seling anything from cakes and pastries 
to clothing and from bric-a-brac to old 
prints of Wellingborough. The Mayor and 
. his wife-came, the sun shone and business 
was brisk — so brisk, indeed, that they 
raised well over £200 in the morning- 
The Branch has thanked all those who 
helped to make it so successful — and 
they're looking for a repeat performance 
next year! 


Alive and well in [O¥ 
Wyn Pike has written from the Isle of 
Wight to reassure us that Toc H is alive 
and well there. Members have, she says: 
raised over £1,100 for various charities 
over the last 12 months, and have 
enjoyed themselves in the process. The 
main commitment during the year has 
been to the island’s Kidney Patients 
Association, which was started threé 
years ago by Don Webster, the Chairman 
of Sandown and Shanklin Joint Branch: 
The Branch has also been able to Biv? 
holidays to two families from the 
mainland — one the family of a kidney 
Patient and the other an unemploy 

Person. The Branch also support the 
Shanklin Cheshire Home. 


Forthcoming Events 


July 


3- 5 South Africa Workshop, Lindridge House Open 8-15 Project 40. Token Treat. Open 
4-11 Project 17. ‘Broadland Care’, Norfolk Open Project 41. Holiday with Mentally 
4-12 Project 18. Come to the Fair, Chippenham Open ` Handicapped Children, Mundesley, Norfolk Open 
9 . Wendover Open Day Open Project 76. Holiday Week at Alison House Open 
10-12 Project 19. Last Chance at Lecky Lake Open 8-16 Project 42. Decades Open 
10-12 Project 87. In Flanders Field, Poperinge Open 8-22 Project 43. Holiday with Mentally 
11-18 Project 71. Holiday Week at Alison House Open Handicapped Adults, Mundesley, Norfolk Open 
13-19 Project 20. Off to the Hills, Weirside Open Project 44. Holiday with Mentally 
13-15 Aug — Toc H Four Point Challenge Open Handicapped Adults, Poperinge, Belgium Open 
18 Southern Regional Council 15-22 Open Holiday Week, Cuddesdon Open 
18-25 Project 21. Holiday in Belgium for Project 46. Super Project ‘87 — 
Residents of Shenley Hospital Open 1 - Gadding about in Gwynedd Open 
18-25 Project 72. Activity week at Alison House Open Project 47. Super Project °87 — 
18-25 Project 73. Painting & Music Week, 2 - Messing around in the Menai Open 
Cuddesdon (please note change of date) Open Project 50. South Wales (Mid Glamorgan) 
19-26 Project 22. Lindridge House Task Force Open Valley Community Project Open 
20-24 Project 23. New Frontiers ‘87 Open 15-24 Project 48. Colsterdale Scramble Open 
22-12 Aug — Project 25. Berlin Playscheme Open 17-28 Project 49. Idle (Bradford) Handicapped 
24- 8 Aug — Project 26. The Jane Hodge House Children’s Playscheme Open 
for Handicapped Children, Glamorgan Open 22-29 Project 51. Super Project ‘87 — 
25- 1 Aug — Project 27. Hill Skills Adventure 3 - Goreuon Y Gogs! Open 
Holiday Open Project 52. Super Project ‘87 — 
25- 1 Aug — Project 28. Bananas in Beaumaris Open 4 - Sensible in Snowdonia Open 
25- 1 Aug — Project 29. Last Chance at Lecky Lake Open Project 77. Holiday Week at Alison House Open 
25- 2 Aug — Project 30. Holiday for Handicapped 22-31 Project 88. Taizé Open 
Children, Ashford Open 24-30 Project 53. Buggles and Friends from 
25- 3 Aug — Project 31. Hitchin Hoot Open Birmingham Open 


27- 9 Aug — Project 24. Children’s Holiday, Exmouth Open 


29-19 Aug — Project 32. Paderborn Playscheme Open September 
30-18 Aug — Project 33. Verden Playscheme Open 4- 6 Project 54. Last Chance at Lecky Lake Open 
30-18 Aug — Project 34. Munster Playscheme Open 5-12 Project 55. A week with a difference — 
31- 2 Aug — Project 74. Exploring Churches, Calderstones Hospital, Whalley, Nr Blackburn, 
Lindridge House Open Lancs. Min age 18. Open 
11-13 Project 89. International Youth Weekend, 
August Poperinge, Belgium Open 
l- 8 Project 35. Basingstoke ‘Extraordinary’ Open 11-18 Project 56. Living and loving as a Family. 
Project 36. Cuffley Capers Open Min age 18. Open 
Project 37. St Michael’s Cheshire Home, 12-19 Project 57. Steaming up a Railway Track Open 
Axbridge, Somerset Open 13 Cuddesdon House Open Day Open 
Project 75. Painting Week, Alison House Open 18-20 Project 58. Holiday with Physically 
1- 9 Project 38. Trinity Centre, Birmingham; Handicapped Children, Mundesley, Norfolk Open 
Residential Project with Homeless Men Open 25-27 Quiet Weekend, Alison House Open 
8-15 Project 39. Caring Holiday in South West Inter-Faith weekend, Cuddesdon Open 
Cornwall Open 26 South West Regional Council 


Tubby is remembered in 
Maryborough 


Ray Geise, who is the Honorary Area 
Commissioner for Toc H in Queensland, 
has written to tell of an important event 
in Maryborough. 

Maryborough is one of the most 
historic country towns in Queensland. 
In the mid-19th century it was the centre 
through which wool passed, and later it 
became famous as an exporter of timber. 
Today it is an important railway centre, 
and locomotives are made there. 
Maryborough is a spacious city with 
many old colonial buildings still standing. 
One of the buildings which has played an 
important part in the lives of many 
people is St Paul’s Anglican Church, with 
its magnificent bell-tower. 

Tubby was born in Maryborough, 


and baptised in the Parish of St Paul’s. 
The weekend of 4-5 April was a landmark 
in the history of Toc H. At the 9am 
service in St Pauls, a plaque 
commemorating the life and work of 
Tubby was unveiled. 

The church was almost full: the 
Mayor of Maryborough, Alderman J 
Anderson and his wife, representatives 
from the Scouting and Guiding 
Movements and The Royal Queensland 
Bush Children’s Health Scheme, and 
many who were members of Toc H in 
Maryborough many years ago were 
among those who attended this historic 
service. Twelve Toc H members from 
Brisbane made the trip north, and oné 
dear old lady, Vie Atkinson, age 92, and 
a Toc H metnber since 1925 made the 
journey froth Urangari to be ptesetit. 

The Reverend Tom Treherne, 


Chaplain of St Paul’s School, and one of 
our Area Padres preached the sermon. It 
was an inspired and outstanding address, 
based on the Gospel for the day (John 11 
1-45: Į am the resurrection and the life), 
and on the life and work of Tubby. 
Handbells were played during 
Communion, something quite unique in 
Australia. 

The sequel to this great occasion 
could see the Toc H Lamp rekindled in 
Maryborough. A number of people 
expressed interest in re-establishing a 
Branch there, and meetings will be held 
in the near future to gauge support and to 
make plans for setting it up. What is so 
pleasing is that this interest has come 
from a wide cross-section of people, 
from young people and from the not so 
young. 


© John Dunwell 


‘It’s the right time of year to be starting’ 
they said ‘with Spring just around the 
corner! 


They forgot to tell the weatherman — 
my first few days at Colsterdale were wet, 
misty and miserable. ] began to think it 
was an omen for the future. Then, on 
8 April, the day the Director came to talk 
to a public meeting organised by 
Pickering Branch, the mist lifted, the rain 
stopped and the sun began to shine (he’s 
marvellous is that John Mitchell you 
know}. 


Then the next panic begins to strike. 
Good heavens, here 1 am employed to 
‘develop’ Toc H and Colsterdale — where 
do I start? Despite having a terrible back 
problem (l have difficulty getting it off 
the mattress in a morning), I've been 
ready to start work each morning at 9am, 
complete with a list as long as my arm of 
tasks for the day. The only problem here 
is that so far, I have failed to complete 
my list each day — through lack of hours 
rather than lack of motivation, you 
understand. Being a mere mortal can have 
its drawbacks! 


To cut a long story short, l have begun to 
tackle both areas of development at once. 
I have started to mect a variety of people 


‘On the Move’ — by Dorcas Munday 


This book certainly qualified for the 
description ‘slim volume’, being only 55 
pages long. On the face of it this doesn’t 
scem to be value for money. since it costs 
£2. When you read on though, and learn 
that Ms Munday is an athetoid who has 
cerebral palsy; that she has never been 
able to use her legs and is unable to write 
by hand, and that she types by means of 
a stick held in her mouth, you feel very 
humble and wonder just how many pages 
you could manage in similar 
circumstances! 


Certainly Dorcas comes across as a 
character. Every page confirms her 
determination, her optimism and her 
courage. To someone who has done his 


share of pushing a wheelchair, the stories 
vA 
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locally for a mutual getting to know you 
and to check the possibilty of 
introducing Toc H hereabouts — ‘raising 
the profile of Toc H’ as someone put it! 
Certainly traveling about in a white Land 
Rover displaying our name and symbol 
on its doors gives a certain presence! 


As for the Centre, 1 am generally 
promoting it in as many of the right 
places as possible. However, 
COLSTERDALE NEEDS YOU! At the 


she tells of trying to get around 
Wellingborough come as no surprise. 
Instead they reinforce the feelings of 
frustration and, often, weariness which 
are usually the lot of those who act as 
chair pushers in a Society designed by the 
able-bodied for the able-bodied, 


Dorcas, though, decided to do something 
about it, and ‘On the Move’ tells in part 
the story of a Project she undertook to 
survey the town of Wellingborough in 
order to produce an ‘Access Guide’. She 
carefully catalogues both the frustrations 
and the joys; her links with PHAB and 
‘Service Six’: her experiences with 
volunteers helping with all aspects of her 
work: her successes and her failures In 
her matter-of-fact way Dorcas tells a 
story which. for all its Setbacks, is a 


moving account of people worki 
together. 3 k 


As well as her W 
Dorcas also writes 
a visit to Malta; re 
Canada written ab 
a pilgrimage to 


cllingborough Survey 
about other ‘Moves’ > 
collections of a visit to 
out in an earlier book: 

Lourdes, a stay in 
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time of writing, only about a quarter of 
this year’s bookings are by Toc H, the 
rest are from outside the family. I would 
love to see this rise to over 50%. 


As you will probably be thinking about 
winter projects (or even next summer’), 
bear in mind that Colsterdale is now fully 
centrally heated making it a great all year 
round Centre. If you are not convinced, 
make a note to come to our Open Day on 
Saturday, 3 October 1987. 


Harrogate and a camping holiday. In 
every case there is the same blend of 
cheerful determination, as she tells of 
obstacles overcome and, sometimes, 
unsurmounted. 


In a book such as this the philosophy of 
the writer cannot help but shine through, 
and Dorcas sums it up when she writes: 
‘WE ARE ALL PEOPLE. I did not ask to 
be disabled. 1 cannot blame anyone for 
my disability, it is no one’s fault, no one 
has sinned .. . some people care so much 
while others only seem to see the tip © 
the problem. Small wonder that some 
disabled give up, it is easy to do that, iar 
harder to keep on trying’. 


Thank God that Dorcas has chosen to 4° 
just that. 


Copies of this book are available ian 
Dorcas Munday, 25 Debdale TE 
Wellingborough, Northants NN8 3 A 
price £2 per copy, plus postage ? 
acking. 
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AID 


In June, 1981, the first reports were 
published in the United States of an 
apparently new disease characterised by 


the development of life threatening 
‘opportunistic infections’ and 
‘Opportunistic cancers’ in young 
homosexual men from urban 


backgrounds. Opportunistic infections are 
caused by common germs which most of 
us carry all or part of the time without 
problems — usually our body’s defence 
system keeps the germs under control. 
If the body’s defences known as the 
immune system are reduced or deficient 
these organisms take the ‘opportunity’ 
of overpowering and causing severe and 
potentially fatal disease. Similarly certain 
cancers are controlled by the immune 
system and, if it is deficient, will appear. 
This condition became known as the 
‘Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome’. 
Acquired because sufferers were not born 
with it and syndrome because it is a 
collection of clinical pictures produced 
by the infections and cancers. 


At first thought to be confined to ‘gay’ 
men and perhaps related to burn out of 
the immune system resulting from 
multiple viral and other infections 
acquired as the result of many sexual 
partners it soon became clear that there 
were other groups of people ‘at risk’ of 
AIDS. Injecting drug users, recipients of 
blood transfusion, haemophiliacs who 
used ‘Factor VIII’ derived from blood 
donations, children born to parents in 
one of these groups and sexual partners, 
both men and women were all ‘at risk’. 
It was clear that the condition must result 
from an infective agent present in blood 
and some body fluids of affected 
individuals. This hypothesis was 
confirmed in 1983/84 when the causative 
Organism, a virus now called the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) was 
identified. 


HIV produced ‘antibodies’ in those 
infected and a blood test, called the HIV 
antibody test, is used to recognise those 
who have been infected. Unlike many 
antibodies resulting from human 
infections such as mumps and measles 
this antibody does not provide protection 
against the activity of the virus and does 
not prevent the development of AIDS 
in at least some individuals. Ít soon 
became clear that antibody positive 
individuals were not only infected but 
many were also infectious and likely to 
remain so, for a long period if not for 
life. 


Using the HIV antibody test it is possible 


A MEDICAL OVERVIEW 


Dr James Gallwey 


Figure I 
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to demonstrate infection not only in 
those that have AIDS and lesser illnesses 
known as AIDS Related Complex (ARC) 
but also in many people without signs of 
symptoms — that is asymptomatic 
carriers. 


The course of events in an infected 
individual will be within the spectrum 
shown in Figure One. After infection 
occurs an acute ‘viral infection’ occurs 
in most cases. This may last from a few 
days rather like a brief attack of ‘flu, or 
longer, up to four to six weeks, when it 
will resemble glandular fever with a raised 
temperature, feeling ill and tired, loss of 
weight, swollen glands, headache etc. The 
individual will, however, make full 
recovery from the symptoms and enter 
the phase of asymptomatic carriage. By 
the end of three months the great 
majority will have developed a positive 
HIV antibody test. Whether this state of 
asymptomatic carriage is an ‘end point’ — 
that is, although infected and infectious 
the carrier will remain healthy and 
without symptoms for the rest of a 
normal span of life — is not known. 


Some of those infected develop swollen 


glands particularly in the neck and arm 
pits but virtually no other symptoms 
apart sometimes from excessive fatigue. 
This is called generalised persistent 
lymphadenopathy (PGL). Again can this 
be an ‘end point’? We do not known. 


Certainly some from each of these groups 
may develop mild to severe constitutional 
symptoms with fatigue, feeling unwell, 
loss of weight, fever and drenching night 
sweats, skin rashes, diarrhoea, etc. This is 
known as the ‘AIDS Related Complex’ 
(ARC). 


Patients with ARC, PGL or even the 
asymptomatic carrier state may develop 
full blown AIDS. The time from infection 
by HIV to developing AIDS is probably 
not less than 12 months but may be 
much longer, two, five, ten or more years. 
We do not yet know the time limit for 
developing AIDS. 


What we do know is that when AIDS has 

been diagnosed it is very likely that the 

patient will die — 80 per cent die within 

two years and 95 per cent within five 
years. 

/contd p8-9 
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AIDS results from severe damage by HIV 
to the immune system. This allows 
common organisms which may be viruses, 
fungi, protozoa or bacteria to gain a 
hold in the tissues of the body and if 
untreated, these infections will threaten 
life. At present we have no treatment to 
kill the virus but we can effectively treat 
many of these ‘opportunistic? infections 
and improve the quality of life and 
probably the length of survival. Treatment 
of the ‘opportunistic’ cancers also seen in 
the AIDS patient is less successful. Sadly 
more and more HIV infected individuals 
are being seen in whom the virus has 
directly infected the brain and led to 
deterioration of the intellect — that is, 
dementia. 


It is important to realise that the person 
with AIDS is often relatively well 
between infections and may well be fit 
enough to follow a relatively normal life. 
Some return to work. Eventually, 
however, an untreatable infection, general 


debility, cancer or dementia leads to 
death. 


It is important to realise also, that any 
person who has been infected by HIV 
wherever he or she may be in the 
spectrum of disease is potentially 
infectious. 


What is not yet clear is how many A 
those who are infected will go Std 
develop AIDS. It is certain that by is 
years about ten per cent will have don 4 
and it seems probable that by on 

eight years 30 to 35 per cent will. Af 
that the picture is not clear and only tim 

will tell — it does seem likely that at least 
the potential for developing AIDS will 
remain for a longer period, perhaps life. 


Next we must consider how great a 
problem AIDS really presents. So far 
AIDS has been reported in about two- 
thirds of the countries of the world. In 
the western developed world the hardest 
hit country so far is the United States 
where some 30,000 cases of AIDS have 
been reported and it is estimated that one 
and a half to three million million people 
are infected. The Centre for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, Georgia, predicts that 
by 1991 there will have been 270,000 
AIDS cases y. ¿ti 1 79,000 deaths. 


In Central Africa infection would appear 
to be widespread particularly in urban 
areas where levels of infection are giving 
Tise to very great anxiety. These countries 
with their developing economies have 
health care services which are primitive 
compared with our society and it is 
difficult to estimate levels of infection 
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continued 


or indeed numbers of cases of fullblown 
AIDS. 


In the United Kingdom by the eng an 
April, 1987, there were about 750 
reported cases of AIDS. The number of 
HIV infected individuals identified is 
about 4,500 but the actual number is 
variously estimated at between 30,9qq 
and 100,000. 


Whilst these numbers are very Worryin 
they must be seen in the context of Other 
diseases. Cancer of the neck of the womb 
kills 2,000 women each year whilst 
30,000 die each year of lung cancer, Why 
then has AIDS caused such widespread, 
world wide anxiety? It is the potential of 
HIV infection to spread and become 
endemic in all sections of the community, 
This is an infectious condition and once 
infected an individual is infected and 
infectious for a long time, probably life, 
and can be a continuing source of new 
infection for others. 


How then is transmission of the infection 
possible? Figure Two shows that the virus 
has actually been found in quite a 
number of body fluids and secretions. It 
is, however, only by blood, semen 
(ejaculated seminal fluid) and by the 
secretions from the neck of the womb in 
the woman (cervical secretion) that the 
infection is transmitted. 


Although it is present in other fluids, 
infection does not occur through them. 
This is very important to recognise as 
accidental contact with some of these is 
quite common. Saliva for instance from 
Sharing a cup, glass or even the 
communion chalice. 


It must be admitted that there are reports 
of babies who become infected by 
drinking infected breast milk but no 
other contact with breast milk causes this 
tisk. 


Having identified the potentially 
infectious fluids how can infection 
actually occur? Table Three shows the 
only three methods of infection. Let us 
consider them one by one. 


Firstly by the injection of blood or blood 
Products. Blood transfusions and factors 
derived from donator blood is now 
considered safe as all donations of blood 
are tested by the HIV antibody test. The 
only risk would be in those infecte 

donors in whom the tests had not become 
Positive either because infection was Vey 
early or because they belonged to the 
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very small group who do not develop the 
antibody marker. People who have been 
at risk of acquiring the infection are 
asked not to offer themselves as donors 
to further reduce the risk. Medical 
authorities now believe blood supplies to 
be safe. 


Injecting drug users become infected if 
they share needles or syringes with other 
addicts. If they share with an infected 
person transfer of virus in residues in the 
equipment would probably lead to them 
becoming infected. Clean syringes and 
needles must be made available to users 
who insist on injecting themselves. 


Secondly, sexual contact is the common 
way in which the infection has been 
passed on. Whilst presently the greatest 
number in the Western world who have 
become infected have done so by male 
homosexual contact, it is equally capable 
of transmission by heterosexual activity 
as has been demonstrated by the situation 
in Central Africa. The many infections 
there resulting from sexual contact have 
all been associated with relations between 
men and women — not between men and 
men. 


In heterosexual activities the only sexual 
activity which appears to carry real risk 
of infection is vaginal or anal intercourse. 
Although risk of transmission is greater 
from man to woman than woman to man, 
both are possible. Ejaculation of infected 
semen into the mouth during oral sex 
may also carry risk and is advised against. 


In male homosexual activities the risk is 
during anal intercourse. The receptive 
partner again carries the greater risk. 
Once again ejaculation in the mouth is 
inadvisable. 


So what advice do we give to people as 
regards sexual activity? The only 
guarantee of safety is either in celibacy — 
avoiding sexual intercourse — or in a 
monogamous relationship, ie an exclusive 
pair bond relationship between two 
people where neither is infected. Jf this is 
unacceptable or cannot be achieved a 
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condom, correctly and carefully used 
provides good but not absolute 
protection. Condoms fail as a means of 
contraception occasionally so they can 
also fail as a means of protection against 
infection. 


In a male homosexual relationship we 
would advise that outside a steady 
exclusive relationship anal intercourse 
would be avoided. Condoms are not 
designed for anal intercourse and a 
significan} proportion tear. 


This is the advice which the Government 
and most medical and voluntary support 
organisations offer. The message has been 
perceived as ‘use a condom’. Perhaps it is 
what people want to believe — one which 
requires least behavioural modification. 


Just as important as the way in which the 
virus is transmitted is the way in which it 
is not transmitted. It is not transmitted 
by casual or accidental contact in the 
home, at work or at play. It is not caught 
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TRANSMISSION OF HIV CAN OCCUR 


1. VIA BLOOD AND BLOOD PRODUCTS 


7 BY SEXUAL CONTACT 


By DURING PREGNANCY OR IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING DELIVERY 


from glasses. crockery. utensils, towels, 
toilets, holding hands, touching, bodily 
contact and all common and ordinary 
social contacts between individuals. 
People with HIV, PGL, ARC or AIDS are 
not a risk to the general community. 
This cannot be stated often and firmly 
enough. 


What does the future hold? fn this 
country it is expected that cases of AIDS 
will increase until by 1991/92 400 cases 
will be occurring each month. There is 
little that can be done about this as most 
of those who will develop AIDS by then 
are already infected. What we can 
influence are future infections. At 
present, without a vaccine to prevent 
infection and effective curative drugs. our 
only weapon is education. The 
Government, with the backing of the 
medical profession and particularly the 
support organisations such as the 
Terrence Higgins Trust. is concentrating 
on providing information and encourage- 
ment to follow safety guidelines. That 
this can be successful is seen by the 
manifest modification of sexual 
behaviour amongst gay men. Throughout 
the country statistics from sexually 
transmitted disease Clinics show falling 
levels of venereal infections in gay men. 
What we now need to see are similar 
markers of sexual behaviour change in 
young heterosexuals, probably the most 


difficult group to influence but 
potentially the most threatened. To 
change behaviour when there is. a 


perceived risk — that is when AIDS cases 
are seen in the community — is casy. It 
is then, however, probably five years too 
late. Now — before infection enters — 
is the time for change. 
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As a newcomer to the Movement, the 
seminar on ‘Toc H 2000” offered an early 
Opportunity to find out what Toc H was 
really about and, just as important, where 
the Movement saw itself heading in the 
years ahead. 


The reading 1 had already done had 
quickly shown me that | had encountered 
a very special group of people. Much of 
Toc H literature is positively inspirational, 
and | am staggered by the concentration 
of wisdom and truth in, for example, 
‘The Way of Friendship’. 


As l drove to Alison House from 
Edinburgh, however. I wondered whether 
the ideals I had been reading about would 
be much in evidence when I was spending 
two days with members at close quarters. 
Why was the Movement in decline? Why 
had effective action not been taken to 
reverse the trend? Perhaps, I would find 
the answers over the weekend. 


The statistics we were given at the outset 
were thought-provoking, as intended. A 
joint membership of 35.000 in 1947 was 
reduced to 10,000 by 1981 and, by 1986, 
this was down to 7,700. If that trend 


Jnom the Dinecton 


The 75th Birthday 


Nineteen Ninety may well seem a long 
way off today, but few members will not 
have realised that it will be a major 
milestone for Toc H. A 75th Birthday is 
clearly an important event, and an 
occasion to be marked with proper 
celebration. It can and must be a year in 
which we tell the nation what we are 
celebrating, what is going on in Toc H 
today, and what our plans are for the 
future. 


Toc H has always understood the need 
for marking its progress with celebration. 
Many members will have vivid memories 
of huge, moving Services in London 
Cathedrals, All Hallows and other 
churches; of Festival Evenings at the 
Albert Hall and Central Hall, Westminster 
and at other venues; of celebrity concerts 
at the Festival Hall; of gatherings at the 
Tower of London; of Services and 
Festivals in other major cities in Britain; 
of special appeals which launched new 
Toc H work in important areas; and many 
other ways in which we have marked 
10 
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continues, membership in the year 2000 


would be less than 3,000. 


However, these are TOTAL membership 
figures. Considering the figures at Branch 
leve] makes for an even gloomier forecast. 
Attendance at Branch meetings is said to 
average about nine members. By the year 
2000, this would, presumably, be down 
to three or four, making many Branches 
simply non-viable. Actual membership 
would, therefore, be a lot less than 3,000! 
It was explained that membership figures 
alone could be misleading and there was 
a growing number of people on the 
‘fringes’ of Toc H and not in formal 
membership, but despite that it was clear 
the numbers involved in Toc H were 
diminishing. These alarming figures set 
the tone for the weekend, making it clear 
that action plans for reversing the trends 
must be drawnup, AND IMPLEMENTED, 
as a matter of urgency. The group agreed 
that a membership goal of 15,000 should 
be set for attainment by the year 2000. 
That should be a realistic figure, but a 
revitalisation programme cannot be 
effective unless there is, first of all, some 
understanding of the factors which have 
led to the current situation. 


special years. These events are fun, but 
they are much more than that. They are a 
restatement of the concept of a united 
Movement, they are a way of telling the 
public about us, and they are a way of 
regenerating a sense of excitement and 
commitment to the Movement. 


The CEC is well aware that we must do 
justice to 1990, and that that needs 
careful and early planning. We have to 
be making firm plans by 1988, so it is 
time now to do the thinking about how 
we might celebrate. At its last Meeting 
the CEC asked me to write this to start 
that process. 


What do you think 1990 should contain? 
I would like to hear from lots of people 
young and old, with their vision of what 
we could do that year. Have you any 
ideas, however crazy? We need a whole 
wave of ideas, including the odd Ones, so 
that the CEC is really ‘spoilt for choice’ 
when it sits down to decide the 
programme. Do we have a big event in 
London, or a series of provincial events 
or both? Do we have special events at 


=A view of an informal wee 


k 
held at Alison House, in Februan” 


when some 16 self selected peonpi? 
met to ponder what Toc H could te 
like by the turn of the century, 


| was surprised by a suggestion that 
Toc H may have had its day, that the 
decline may be God’s will. If there is 4 
belief in the value of Toc H and what it 
stands for, is that not reason enough to 
go out tó recruit new members to ensure 
that God’s work continues? In any case, | 
still tend to believe that God helps those 
who help themselves. 


One of our agreed goals was to set upa 
structure to embrace both long-term 
and short-term groups within the 
Movement. It is difficult to see how the 
under 40s age group can be attracted into 
Toc H, as presently constituted, on a 
long-term basis. The ‘Projects’ work iş 
first class, but unlikely to yield very 
much immediate fruit by way of 
membership. Branch membership and 
meetings must hold the key. A radical 
reappraisal at this level would seem to be 
necessary if new members are to be 
recruited, and retained, in significant 
numbers. 


Allied to this was another goal we arrived 
at: to achieve more public awareness of 
Toc H. Speaking as someone who has 
been looking for just such an organisation 
for some considerable time | can testify 
to the need. Toc H has a wonderful 
message and fellowship to offer. Too 


some or all of our Toc H Centres? Do we 
have a theme for the year, and, if so, 
what? Do we have a birthday appeal so 
we can go to the public and say ‘In this, 
its 75th year, Toc H is launching new 
work — please give us a birthday gift to 
help us do it’? In what other ways might 
we enjoy the year, mark the occasion, 
and give the Movement the shot in the 
am that some good, imaginative 
publicity will bring? 


Please write to me about this. | do not 
promise to answer every letter personally, 
but I do promise that all ideas will be 
carefully considered, and put into a 
Teport for the CEC in due course. It will 


be Your year — tell us what you want of 
it. 


‘Not another meeting’ 


Every year people in Toc H spend 
thousands and thousands of hours, and 
thousands and thousands of pounds, 
going to meetings! From the regular 
weekly Meeting of a Branch, to the 
annual mass-migration to Swanwick for 
the Central Council, we all spend a lot of 
our Toc H lives at meetings. We have 
District Meetings, Area Meetings, 
Regional Meetings, Central Executive 


` many people are not aware of its 4, 


existence, and the fact that this also 
applies to so many Christians was felt 
by the group to require immediate 
attention. 


It was also agreed that the weakness of 
Toc H in the cities points to the need for 
Centres to be set up, where people can 
meet who would not normally do so. The 
situation in our inner cities offers plenty 
of scope for Toc H initiatives. With the 
right premises, a wide range of groups 
and activities could be catered for. When 
one considers the range and scale of inner 
city problems, it seems premature, to say 
the least, to suggest there may no longer 
be a need for Toc H. The need is surely as 
strong as ever, and I am joining Toc H in 
the confident expectation that the 
Movement will continue to play its part 
in meeting those needs. 


In the warmth of such a caring group of 
people, the weekend proved to be as 
enjoyable and stimulating as I had hoped 
it would be. It confirmed for me the 


reasons why I am attracted to the 
Movement: 
1. The ecumenical Christian basis, 


along with its openness to 
members of other creeds, as well 


as the huge ‘church of the 
unchurched’. 

2. The value placed on personal 
relationships — acceptance, 
kindness, friendship, etc. 

Bie The specific opposition to 
prejudice and intolerance. 
Meetings, Staff Meetings, Project 
Committee Meetings, National 
Sub-Committee Meetings, Chairmen’s 
Meetings, Councillors Meetings, 


Treasurers Meetings, Ad Hoc Meetings, 
Working Party Meetings, Inter-Branch 
Meetings, Trustees Meetings, Management 
Committee Meetings, Annual General 
Meetings, Public Meetings, and doubtless 
Many more. One way and another it 
sometimes seems surprising that we find 
time for anything else! 


Many will remember the Second World 
War slogan which asked ‘Is your journey 
really necessary?’ I suggest that that 
might be a good question to ask ourselves 
from time to time. Money is short, and 
to waste it on unnecessary journeys and 
Meetings is clearly bad stewardship — 
but to waste the valuable time of good 
people, and to send them home frustrated 
at the waste of their time and effort, is 
even worse. It means that people ‘vote 
with their feet’ and stop attending, and 
the residual meeting is then perhaps even 
less worthwhile. Too often, we continue 
the round of meetings (be they weekly, 
monthly, quarterly or whatever) for no 
better reason than the fact that it is a 
tradition that we have never seriously 
challenged. 


The reminder of the spiritual 
nature of man and, in 
consequence, the  individual’s 
human worth and dignity. 


5. The ‘ministry of the laity’ — it isa 
Christian movement which is not 
1 dominated by clergy or clericalism. 


The belief in the importance of 
practical service in the community, 
carried out with understanding 
and without ostentation. 


The purpose and principles of Toc H are 
noble and timeless. Certainly, there is a 
lot of work to be done in re-building the 
Movement. ‘To build bravely’ also 
implies that a certain amount of risk is 
involved. I suspect that the major risk at 
this juncture is perceived to be that 
essential changes will not be universally 
popular. Perhaps a leap of faith is 
necessary if the Spirit of Toc H is, indeed, 
to be transmitted to future generations — 
faith in the generosity of spirit and 
commonsense of the membership. 


Positive leadership will be necessary. 
However, Adran Dudman’s incisive 
report last year on the state of Toc H 
suggests that members WILL follow such 
a lead: ‘All those spoken to agreed that 
the Movement needs a major national 
initiative in vision, commitment and 
recruitment’. The leaders in Toc H might, 
therefore, ask themselves two questions 
which have been posed recently in 
another connection: 

Tf not us, who? 

If not now, when?’ 


The second question, assuming that 
people decide that a meeting is necessary, 
is ‘Do you get what you want from the 
meeting?’ To answer that requires some 
clarity about why the meeting is taking 
place, and sometimes I wonder why some 
meetings take place at all! I know I often 
feel that the most valuable part of a 
meeting is the brief time, after it is 
finished, in which I speak to one or two 
people — and if they feel the same, then 
it is an awfully sad comment, because we 
could have changed the meeting to meet 
our needs. 


1 think some District Meetings can often 
be a prime example of wasted time and 
effort. People attend, loyally and 
regularly, but no-one seems quite clear 
why they are important, and why they 
must happen. Certainly they can be of 
value, but I believe we have to ask 
ourselves why we go. Is it to make 
decisions? If so, do we actually do that? 
Is it to keep informed? If so, is it planned 
so that we do that effectively? Is it to 
have a social gathering? If so, do people 
actually get the chance to really meet and 
talk? These, and other questions, might 
well be asked of every meeting we attend, 
and | suggest we do it occasionally. You 
never know — it might lead to a better 


Welcome 


The following new members were 
registered during April/May: 


Alan James (Alfreton M), Mrs Viola 
Coombes, Mrs Beryl J Rowlands, Mrs 
Doreen Thomas (Bargoed W), John Pierce 
(Birmingham Outward Grp), Harry W S 
and Mrs Phyllis E Tibbett (Broadstairs & 
St Peters J), William G Corrick (Chard M) 
Mrs Mary Wiseman (Corsham), Harold 
Smith (Corwen M), Miss Kelsey Marshall 
(Cromford J Grp), Rev James C Ireland 
(Lakeland District), Ms Ivy H Rutherford 
(Leominster J), Malcolm Adamson 
(Newbottle J), Mrs Vera Harding 
Parkhurst W), Mrs Lily W Popham 
(Plymstock W), Mrs Gladys M Gardham 
(Pocklington W), John Hargreaves 
(Sociability Plus (Walsall) Grp, Thomas 

E Dalton, Mrs Sybil A Wilson(Stamford J) 
Robert I Jones (Treforest M), 

Rev Robert G Rhodes (Wolverton M). 


A warm welcome to 22 new members 


It is a joy to discover that such a 
magnificent movement exists, ready to 
challenge me to really live up to the best 
that is within me. I know that there are 
many more like me — waiting for, and 
needing, what Toc H has to offer. 


format, and a more fruitful meeting, and 
might even become interesting enough to 
attract people who have opted out. 


The third question is ‘Who should be 
present?’ Clearly, open meetings are 
open, and the newcomer is always 
welcome, and few open meetings have a 
problem of ‘too many’ — but there are 
other meetings which could well get by 
with fewer people. It is a question of 
asking “What is it for, and who are the 
appropriate people to attend?’ Some, in 
fact many, meetings might still finish up 
with the same participants, but at least 
they will be clear that it is a meeting at 
which their presence is appropriate. 


So, for the best stewardship of time, 
talents, energy and money, I offer those 
three questions — Is the meeting 
necessary? Do we get from the meeting 
what we want, and how could we get 
more? Is my presence at the meeting 
appropriate? Meetings are a necessary 
and valuable part of the life of any 
Movement — but they can either be 
creative and fruitful, or unnecessary and 
boring. Let’s do what we can to make 
them occasions of growth, for those 
present, and for the Movement. 
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‘In Focus’ moves to Australia | 
northern outskirts of Brisbane. 1 


this month — to Queensland, and tho 
t's an encouraging story of lively growth. 


St Paul's School 


TocH Branch 


Ray Geise Area Commissioner 
Toc H Queensland Area 


St Paul’s School is situated at Bald Hills, 
a suburb on the northern outskirts of 
Brisbane, with an enrolment of 880 
students. It was founded in 1960. One of 
its founders, Archbishop Sir Reginald 
Halse, was a great friend, and fellow 
student of ‘Tubby’s’. Both were old 
Paulines of St Paul’s in London. 


The Toc H Branch at the School has been 
functioning for the past five and a half 
years. and in this time has been active, 
both within the School and also in the 
community. It is organised in the 
following way: 


— There are four members of staff 
involved in the running of the 
Branch: 

Glenice Crombie, who has been 
at the School for many years, 
and who teaches in the English 
Department. 


Carmel Frazer, who is one of the 
music teachers. 


Trevor Tindall. Trevor spent 
many years in New Guinea, and 
he is now the Subject Master at 
the School for Economics and 
Accounting. 


Ray Geise. who is the Director 
of Studies. 


— The Office Bearers and fully 
initiated members of Toc H are 
senior students in the School, 
and this year there are 14 of these. 


- The third group is made up of 
those students from the lower 
year levels who are not yet fully 
initiated members of Toc H. They 
attend meetings and play an active 
role in the Branch, but they do 
not have voting rights on matters 
concerning the Branch and Toc H 
Queensland Area. They are, 
nevertheless. very important to 
the Branch, for they will be our 
future leaders. This year there are 
26 students in this group. 


Meetings arc held once a month, some are 
held in lunch hours, and some are held in 
the evenings. The latter are very popular 
12 


Our Branch Pilot, Paul Heslewood playing draughts with a patient at the Bald Hills 


Hospital. 


and it is not uncommon to have 50 or 60 
people present — old boys of the School, 
parents and friends. The format is 
usually: 

A Dinner 

Guest Speaker 

Meeting 

Ceremony of Light and 

Home going Prayers 


The work of Toc H is the special 
intention at the Schoo] Chape! Service 
every Thursday morning, and this service 
is usually well attended by Toc H 
members. The School Chaplain, The 
Reverend Tom Treherne, is 4 Toc H 
Queensland Area Padre and also School 
Toc H Branch Chaplain. 


The avenues for service are many and 
varied, and these include: 


- Weekly visits to St Martins Nursing 
Home, Symes Grove Old Peoples 
Home and the War Veterans 
Home in Caboolture. During these 
visits the students give music 
recitals, play games such as chess, 
dig gardens, write letters for those 
who cannot write, or simply chat. 


— Fortnightly visits to the Bald Hills 
Hospital where again the students 
entertain the patients in a variety 
of ways. 


-= Arranging concerts throughout 
the year at the places mentioned 
above. The concerts are always 
well supported by the School 
Stage Band or the Jazz Band: A 
Song Book is being put together, 


(a ——— 


so that people can join in the 
singing. 


— Joining in with Toc H members 
from other Branches in the 
Exhibition outing, the Youth 
Forum, and camps for under- 
privileged and handicapped 
children. 


— Providing Devonshire Teas at the 
Annual School Art Show. 


This year the Branch has been joined by a 
group of ten of our students who live in 
Caboolture. They have become very 
much involved in the War Veterans Home 
there, and their latest exercise was to 
survey the needs of the people in the 
Home. The results of this survey make 
interesting reading: the needs in the 
Home are: 

= company 

= conversation, and 

— something to listen to. 


They are now making a plea for the 

following: 

= blank audio tapes 

= tapes of music — especially old 
songs 

= discarded cassette players still in 
good working order 


- cash donations towards the 
purchase of their own cassette 
player 


= very fluent readers who would 
volunteer a little of their time to 
record a story or two 

= talented people who would write 
short, intersting articles and read 
their owh work on tape. 


OO — 


€ reserve the sight to edit letters. 


er a 
IHY fetters 


with full name and 


address will be considered for publication. 


— n dbe cone o  ———— 


1 suppose I should be gratified at the 
response to my provocative letter, 
although my personal satisfaction, when 
considering a subject of such gravity, is 
neither here nor there. 

A problem, where the subject of 
the nuclear threat to mankind is 
concerned, is that few of us seem able to 
grasp the gravity of the situation. Our 
basic instinct for survival rebels at the 
contemplation of mass destruction, so 
that there is an aura of unreality about it. 
Perhaps a modern parable is required to 
put the message over, to those who have 
eyes to sec and ears to hear. 

A super film with cast of millions 
could be a good medium in the world of 
today. As the lights of the cinema dim, 
the warning words of Earl Mountbatten 
spoken in 1979 appear on the screen 
before the story unfolds — ‘The world 
now stands on the brink of the final 
abyss. Let us all resolve to take all 
possible practical steps to ensure that we 
do not, through our own folly, go over 
the edge’. 

And what a story it is, with all the 
ingredients of high drama — love, hate, 
greed, power, a dash of religion, the 
flash-back to Hiroshima, great 
entertainment culminating in the great 
climax of the War Scene — suddenly the 


A number of old boys of the School have | 
maintained their membership of Toc H | 
and these now form the nucleus of our | 


two groups: 


| 
= The Northern Suburbs Group, and 


The Pine Rivers Group. 


Both of these groups are very enthusiastic, 


and their membership is increasing. Old 
and young are working together very well 
in a variety of ways, in conducting camps 
and weekend excursions for children 


from Homes, in providing young people | 
with the opportunity to work for the | 


three levels in the Duke of Edinburgh’s 


Award Scheme, and in toy-making for | ġ 


children in Homes. 


The Northern Suburbs Group is a 
Registered Operator for the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, and they are 
kept very busy indeed conducting 
Expeditions and training young people in 


all of the skills needed to go on these | 


Expeditions, such as First Aid, Map 
Reading, Bush Craft, the Country Code. 


We at St Paul’s would welcome Ictters 
from Toc H members around the world, 
simply to establish contact and maybe 
collect some ideas. 


Screen goes black and the whole vision 
vanishes as if it never was. 

_ The views put forward in the 
various letters printed in ‘Point Three’, | 
have listened to on numerous occasions, 
when members of Sutton CND have been 
handing out leaflets while campaigning in 
the High Street. It is only a few short 
years ago, when I would have been saying 
the Same sort of things and thinking 
Similar thoughts myself. Along with 
thousands of other people, but still not 
nearly enough of us, I work to combat 
the threat unilaterally, multilaterally and 
any other ways we can think of. Taking 
the action we do, win or lose, whatever 
the final outcome, liberates us from 
fatalistic feelings of hopelessness or 
pretence, which afflict so many people 
nowadays. 

Gandhi put the message across, 
and others like him, that it is in the 
Striving against adversity that we triumph. 

If I have influenced anybody’s 
thoughts by my words and better still, 
inspired them to action, then the effort 
of writing has not been in vain. 


Richard Crump 
Carshalton 


i TT 
y womens D 


pre ented { 


rac H and Politics 


I read with amazement the editorial in 
April ‘Point Three’. I have been a member 
of Toc H for many ycars and I was sorry 
to see the mouthpiece of the Movement 
being used to mention politics. Toc H is 
a Movement to build friendship across all 
barriers and this is above political beliefs. 

I hope ‘Point Three’ will never 
again have an editorial of this type. 


Doris Hutchings 
Weymouth 


It seems to me that if we are committed 
to the Four Points we cannot avoid those 
two traditional taboos in English 
conversation — religion and politics. I 
suspect that we find them difficult 
precisely because they deal with deep 
issues of how we relate to God and to 
each other, and compel us to look and act 
outside our concerns for ourselves and 
our immediate circle. I am sure that 
‘Point Three’ will, from time to time, 
carry Editorials and Features which have 
far more serious political content than 
my rather light-hearted offering in the 
April issue. — Ed 


ranch kave been supporting two very worthwhile causes. 
53 to the MacMillan Cancer Fund. They are seen here 
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We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In February 
Grace Harrison (Ashfield District) 


In March 
John L Butler (Stourbridge) 
Nellie Taylor (Stourbridge) 


In April 

Marjorie Bartlett (Cardiff) 

Alfred E Bean (Bognor Regis) 
Fannie A Bradley (Loughton) 
Robert J Fawcett (Bebington) 
Alice Fortune (late Leominster) 
Harry Greenwood (Rochdale) 
Kathleen E Lees (West Worthing) 
Sarah I Pratt (Rushden Afternoon) 
Frank L Philp (Rhiwbina) 
Frederick C E Read (Tunbridge Wells) 
Cecil A Reade (Walton) 

Charles J Stevens (Peterborough) 
Hubert Stroud (Gillingham) 


In May 

Harry Avison (North East Lincs District) 
Lancelot Prideaux-Brune (North Sussex 
District) 

J B ‘Ron’ Truelove (Cambridge) 

H G Arthur Ward (Northampton) 


Not previously recorded 

William I Boardman (Denny) 
William Branch (Loughton) 
Florence E Davies (Broughton Astley) 
Harold J Driver (Leeds District) 
Albert E Hall (Loughton) 

Doris A Hanson (Stony Stratford 
& Wolverton) 

Gertrude L Heskin (Morecambe) 
Ebenezer W Occomore (Loughton) 
Margaret Orr (Chalfonts) 

Mollie E Playford (Hunstanton) 
Maude Popiel (Charmouth) 

Norah G Roberts (Bala) 

Charles E Robson (Loughton) 
James Taylor (Bedlington) 

Mary J ‘Jenny’ Williams (Bargoed) 


Lance Prideaux-Brune was a member of the 
founding generation of the Movement. He was 
born in 1894, almost at the start of the age of 
the motor car, which was to be one of his 
abiding interests. So he was born carly enough 
to participate in the First World War almost 
from the start. He joined up as, appropriately 
enough, a motor cycle despatch rider. What 
was less appropriate was the uniform with 
which he was issued by an army which had 
never previously employed motor cyclists; 
it included a pair of spurs. He later graduated 
to lorrics, as officer in charge of a column of 
supply vehicles. 

He did not spend much time in 
Poperinge but he paid occasional visits to 
Talbot House and when he returned to London 
after the war to resume his interrupted career as 
a bank clerk he moved into the recently opened 
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ociation W 


t to him for the rest 


Mark 1. So began an ass 
which was to be importan 
of his life. 


$ aan nol 
If Toc H excited him, banking did 


all metor business, 
4on’s Convent 


Garden. In 1926 he marti 
Church, Constance Tetley, he infant Toc H 
were enthusiastic backers of the Jè 
arrie they ma 

and its founder. When they ma ‘0 dance and 
a pact that she would teach him ciel; 
he would teach her to drive. I prove I 

he used to say, ‘much the better teacher . 8 

From then on driving was Pe te ites 
hobby. They would go ee F aait ‘hs 
might go riding or sailing and, | rallies 
1930s, they competed together in motor z 
The Winter Garden Garage was a main agent 
Aston Martin and on several occasions Lance 
acted as pit manager to the independent Aston 
Martin drivers at the famous Le Mans 24 hour 
pik His particular interest in Toc H was 
Marks and he served as chairman of the Central 
Houses Committee for over 30 years. Until he 
moved out of London in 1934 he worshipped 
regularly at All Hallows and he did a stint as 
churchwarden there. He was a founder-Trustee 
of the Toc H and All Hallows Trust (which 
gives grants to ordinands) and of the Wakefield 
and Tetley Trusts which were set up to hold 
properties on Tower Hill used by Toc H and 
All Hallows (the Tetley Trust was set up to 
administer property given by his mother-in-law). 
He was closely involved with the work of 
Talbot House on Tower Hill and for many 
years was chairman of its management 
committee. In 1934 he was made a Vice- 
President, then in 1967 a President of Toc H. 
He attended Central Council Meetings regularly 
until well into his 80s. 

When Tubby Clayton had Its severe 
breakdown it was to Lance and Constance 
Prideaux-Brune that he went to recuperate, 
spending most of the summer of 1935 with 


them. The friendship, already close, was 
cemented by that experience. 
Lance was a quiet, gentle, 


undemonstrative man who nonetheless had 
strong convictions and a frequently shrewd 
commonsense. In old age he naturally cherished 
the past but he did not live in it. Even at 90 he 
looked forward with hope for the Movement he 
had loved for so Jong. He knew that the Toc H 
of the 1980s could not, and should not, be a 
carbon copy of the Toc H of the 1920s but he 
was convinced that it still enshrined the same 
spirit. Right to the end he was cager to hear 
news of the Movement and was excited by its 
new developments. 


—_—— _ 
‘Our friend Bill Morris passed aw ? 
suddenly on Wednesday, DEn nA 
business the previous day. Bill was aged 78, a 
very likeable and even character, hardly ever 
ruffled, a genuine and dedicated Toc H 
member. He had been a Toc H member since 
about 1935, first în the Ross Branch, and the 
at Hereford since early 1940s. He served $ 
Chairman of Hereford Branch, but was chiefly 
remembered as a yery efficient Secretary a 
a number of years. He had also Served 
Treasurer for the Marches Dist a 


rict of To 
He was a lovable and likeable eae! fas 
served Toc H faithfully for some 50 years, 


ably supported by his wife Wi 

Vin, to 
extend, together with his son ee ee 
and deepest sympathy.’ une 


WAT 
Bn 


————r—rrrrrrrrrrr 


Editor's Note: 

e to pressure of space, the Editor uş 
POA the length of tributes sent ny hag 
will continue to do so unless the ~and 


specifically requests ‘All or nothing’) — ““thor 


members of Bognor Regis Branch, He -%8 
Chairman of the Men's Branch at th ti 

when it amalgamated with the local Women 
Branch, and has been Chairman of the las 
Branch several times. His eyesight deteriora k 
until he was almost blind, but, says ba 
Douglas, ‘thar did not hinder him taking sil 
active part in all meetings, and he took mone 
the Branch Rededication Service only fou, dan 


before his death’. 
————— 

Bob Fawcett who died in April was a Ree 
Scout at the Toc H House in Clifton Roa r 
Birkenhead prior to the Second World Warts 
due course he became a Toc H member in 
January 1934, and helped in the Services Club 
at the House- during the war years. He bey 
Treasurer and Jobmaster of the Branch >i 
different times. In 1961 when Birkenhead 
Branch closed he transferred to Bebington 
Branch and has recently been Chairman, ff 
1978 with the Branch he was instrumental jn 
helping to re-establish the League of Friends 
at Waveney House, Birkenhead, a home for 
mentally and physically handicapped adults 
where in turn he was Secretary and 
Vice-Chairman of the League. He has been an 
active member of Tranmere Methodist Church, 
Birkenhead for many years. 

BB 


Cecil Arthur Reade was a founder member of 
Toc I] in Walton (nr Street in Somerset). At 
his death in April he was 92. ‘He was a staunch 
and exceedingly helpful Toc H member in all 
our efforts and events, and was also our Branch 
Treasurer for many years’, says Fred Taylor, 
the Branch Secretary. ‘A kindly, friendly and 
cheerful person, he died after a short illness, 
showing great bravery throughout his last 
few montis’ 


Marjorie Bartlett was a member of the Women’s 
Association for many years prior to the 
amalgamation with the Men, and has been a 
member of Cardiff Joint Branch for the last 
16 years. She has suffered from Multipic 
Sclerosis since she was in her 20s, and 
eventually lived in the Dan y Bryn Cheshire 
Home, Radyr, near Cardiff, for 26 years until 
her death in April. She was a bright, cheerful 
and generous: person, who never complained as 
her advancing disease gradually stopped her 
from doing so many things. On the Branch’s 
monthly visits to Dan y Bryn she always 
greeted us warmly. She loved Toc H and has 
been an inspiration to all of us who knew E 


e E 


Henry Greenwood, of Rochdale Branch, had 
been a member of Toc H since 1953. He was a 
valued member of the District Team, and was 
secretary of the Project Committee M 
Rochdale. 


qe EEE 


Many who have known Talbot House, Popering® 
over the last few decades will be saddened t° 
hear that Sylvain Vandewalle died on 2! Apti 
after two operations. Our love and deep 
sympathy goes out to Angele in her great 1055, 
Angele was appointed housekeepe! 

Talbot House in 1951 and for 20 years she he 
Sway at the Old House dispensing a Wom 
hospitality to everyone. She could only do t" 
with the wholehearted active support ° 
husband, Sylvain. By trade a decorator and NOt 
Officially employed by Toc H, he filled much 0! 


f -aa 
J time in doing up and repairi 

his $a pric of Talbot House. His pn 
i rst was the garden which he Maintained to 
Te pest of his ability. On top of that he was 
ways available, when at home, to assist his 
“afe in the friendly and smooth Tunning of the 
rise: They were a devoted par and truc 
xamples of Toc H in action. 

c Their attention to Tubby in his latter 
as such that he confided that he felt 
home in Poperinge than on Tower Hil 
indeed, he thought at one time of basing 
himself in Poperinge altogether. Sylvain wasa 
keystone in all this and looking back on all they 
poth did together, we realise that much of the 
success of Talbot House today is laid on 
foundations prepared by them over that 20 
years. We owe Sylvain a great debt of gratitude 
and will miss seeing him about in Poperinge and 
at Talbot House functions which they both 
enjoyed attending. 


years W 
more at 


Laurence Hugh Higgon, who died recently at 
the age of 102, may be remembered by some 
members in South Wales. After service in the 
Royal Artillery in the First World War he 
retired from the Army with the rank of Colonel 
in 1927 and became an honorary commissioner 
for Toc H in Wales. In 1944 he became Lord 
Lieutenant of the old county of Pembrokeshire, 
a post which he held until 1954. 


We give thanks for their lives 


Quiet Weekend 
Alison House 


25-27 September 


Cost: £24 plus VAT (total £27.60) 
Applications and enquiries to The 
Revd C R Rudd, Toc H HQ, | Forest 
Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP22 6BT. 


Come Exploring 
Churches: 


AT LINDRIDGE HOUSE 


Lindridge House is at its most 
beautiful in summer. Come and enjoy 
its special family atmosphere by 
joining us from 31 July to 2 August. 
With the help of an experienced tutor 
we'll be finding out some of the things 
you can discover when you look at a 
church. With plenty of time to talk 
and opportunities to visit local 
churches, this promises to be a 
relaxing and enjoyable weekend. 


Cost £18. Please send £5 deposit or 
ask for more details from Jane and 
Philip Douch, Lindridge House, 
Lindridge Hill, Kingsteignton, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ12 3QE. Telephone: 
0626 65670. 


Cambridge, Ely and Brandon Branches, 
who together form the Cam District, have 
a joint project each year which is chosen 
by the ‘host’ Branch for the year. This 
year it was the turn of Cambridge. The 
Branch meets in a home for the elderly, 
and chose to raise money for the Comfort 
Fund there. The result was that at the 
beginning of April Geoff Heathcock, the 
District Chairman, was able to present a 
cheque for £300 to Jane Moody who is 
in charge of the Home. The Cam District 
also benefits from this kind of project in 
that it provides a common purpose 
through which their fellowship can grow 
and find outward expression. 


Bitterne (Southampton) Branch has been supporting a housing centre specially 


developed to meet the needs of people with Spina Bifida. They have recently 
presented the centre with a lawn mower and, seen here, a garden seat. 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, 
Range Road, 
Hythe, Kent, 
CT21 SBR 

No stamp needed 


Alternatively ring 
0303 66704 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals... 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


Fun ‘eta 


Sunday, 20 September 
Liam - Spm 


| Bring your own picnic and games to | 
| share with everyone else. Drinks 
provided. 


Come on your own: bring the family. 
Y or even a coachload! 


To book, or get further information, 
please contact Anne Evans, Cuddesdon 
House, Cuddesdon, Oxford OX9 9HB. 
Tel: 08977 (Wheatley) 4795. 


i| [Birmingham 
Calling 


Sheldon Park, Birmingham 
conservation camping 
weekend. Stage Two. 


3-5 July 


International Childrens’ 
Festival, Leyland, 
Birmingham project. 


31 July - 
8 August 


Further details available from: 
Tom McNamee, 24 Grove Avenue, 
Moseley, Birmingham B13 9RU. 
Tel: 021 449 4668. 


mi. 
| Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Hythe, Kent, luxury six berth caravan, fully 
equipped, situated on pleasant site with club 
house. On bus route. Fully fitted with gas 
fire, cooker, fridge, shower, WC, TV, radio. 
£50 per week including gas/electric. Fully 
booked August. Contact: Tony Cock, 
7 Tourney Close, Lympne, Hythe, Kent 
CT21 4LL. Tel: 0303 69407. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped ta 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD3 8BT. 


Someone, somewhere, 


is waiting fonyoutogivethem | 
a Point Three Subscnintion 


Have you a friend who might be interested in Toc H? 


Here’s an attractive way of giving them Point Three, 


with this gift card. 


to 


Simply fill in the form below and enclose £2 for a 


year's subscription. 


We will send Point Three to your friend every month 
and will send you the gift card for you to give to your 


friend. 


The gift voucher makes a lovely birthday present, 
a good prize for a Toc H competition, or a thoughtful 
gift for a friend who cannot afford a subscription. 


Wording in the card: 


Greetings | 


Here is a gift subscription to the Toc H 


from 


magazine ‘Point Three’. 


With best wishes 


Simply sit back and wait for your first 
copy to arrive! 


To: 
Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


PLEASE SEND ME one/ 
| enclose a cheque/PO for £2 or....... 


The Editor 


(MY (DEINE) oo 56 Goloocgoonbonc F Aer 


My address..... 6 dav Oo OED OID E 


Friend’s name ....c.e cence ante ee a, 


Friend’s address. .......2s2eee0. ERAT 


Point Three gift voucher(s), 
. . (made payable to Toc H). 


PLEASE ADD MY FRIEND TO THE POINT THREE MAILING LIST 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


